Examining a Sympathetic Victim:The Louima Case - Chapter 13 - Take the
Witness — The Experts Speak on Cross Examination

Joseph Tacopina, Esq., criminal defense lawyer, Principal, Law Offices of Joseph Tacopina, a Manhattan-
based law firm, specializing in criminal, civil, and securities litigation with an international office in Milan,
Italy; Former Assistant District Attorney, Kings County District Attorney’s Office, Homicide Bureau.

Tacopina frequently lends his extensive litigation experience as a legal analyst on various radio and
television outlets, including Court TV, CNN, NBC, ABC, Fox News, CNBC, and MSNBC. He can often be
seen during prime time on "The O’Reilly Factor", "Hardball", and "Larry King Live."

An accomplished prosecutor turned criminal defense attorney, Joe has handled many high profile cases.
Some of his most celebrated clients include: Abner Louima: Acquittal of P.O. Thomas Weise, in the
infamous precinct house torture of Haitian immigrant, Abner Louima. Elizabeth Bryant: lawsuit against
the City of New York on behalf of a lesbian police officer who was being harassed by fellow cops. Banana
Republic: financial executive in litigation against Banana Republic claiming wrongful imprisonment that
resulted in her termination; Michael Jackson: represented Jackson’s closest associate in the
controversial child molestation case; Foxy Brown: Representation of internationally renowned rap artist
in connection with various legal matters; NYC Councilman Bribery: City Councilman charged in Federal
bribery scandal for demanding $50,000 in cash and three apartment buildings at $1.5 million below their
market value in exchange for his support of a Fairway supermarket in Redhook, Brooklyn; Bernard Kerik:
representation ranged from his testimony at the 9/11 Commission to his autobiography, The Lost Son.



